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Dear Ms. Dumaresq,

Thank you for your correspondence about stabilization of the current child care system for
children up to 3.8 years of age, the pace at which the new early learning and child care system is
being implemented, and the development of a new funding structure. I appreciate the opportunity
to respond.

This government understands that child care operators are concerned about the impacts of the
full-day Kindergarten program on their centres. To address these impacts, our government has
committed stabilization funding that will be phased in over the period of implementation,
growing to $51 million annually at full implementation. We also committed $12 million in new
capital funding over five years to help non-profit child care centres with retrofits and renovations
to serve children up to 3.8 years of age. We will continue to work closely with municipalities to
help minimize the impact on existing programs and maintain stable child care services for
families.

In October 2009, we committed to having full-day Kindergarten in all elementary schools within
five years. (You may wish to consult the ministry website for the June 1, 2011 announcement
that details the plan to fully implement the program in every school across Ontario.) I note your
comments about our actions on Bill 173, 4 Better Tomorrow for Ontario Act (Budget
Measures), 2011 that concern the delivery of extended day programs under the Education Act.
The bill received Royal Assent on May 12, 2011, rendering the proposed amendments in force.
Many stakeholders were generally supportive of the changes to allow successful third-party
partnerships to continue and ensure that families have access to high-quality programs that are
consistent with the full-day Kindergarten framework and are offered on school sites.
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